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GONZALES ENRILE
S UNDER ARREST

Deposed Agent of Rebels 1s Held
for Mexican Authori-
ties.

NOW IN JAIL AT JUAREZ

On Bended Knees He Begs for
Life When About to Be

Fxecnted.

Il Paso, Tex:, Jun

f..Gonzales Fn-

rlle, the deposed tinanelal agent of the
revolutlonlsty of Mexien, flecing from
rebels who tricd o kil him, v
restidl exrly ta-d by L W
i rut s Bnrlle cross-
the Intortiational  Bridg from
Junrez.  To-nulght Enrvile, opee pights
hand man of Goneral Orogen, Mhor uf
4 caurtle antl-American nelimation
and lehilef promoter of tho oresent jpeve
olution, I8 u prisoner of nited

Biuntes authorities

Hir
deved hy the Mexlean 1
ment, which clinrges En

with em- |

berzlement of funde whils consul un-
e P ldeént Diaz at Clifton, Ariz.,
elghteen months ngo Hid exteaditinn
on thlg charge twould pl him at the
mercy of the Mexican go ment for
hilw political ac Etirtie handled the
funds of the revolution  for s
motiths and admittedly  mode t‘!rlyl
enemlboe, fnally telng  repudlated Ly |
General Orozco

Wenk from two knlfe wounds and
& bullot hole in his shoulder, sustain-

ed ' oAan encounter with twn unknown
AsanErins  in

the

clty af
Entile
n nh

Chihuwihun
Lthe
1]
1
-1

r o declared !
Indiotion fior i -

n xent anrounlclng Nia

yenterday, the mesgnen
Intonded to foll bis Juatez en-
Enafiln plitved secrntly

REhowrd &

arrivinz |

n Tuarey Bl 1 h
MEADM afficials there, but
mptaln Carlim
gration . officer in|
ested Enrite, tak- |
Colonel JoFe Oroxea,
Lrrlson, wa

stnnding th
1 hids oy
rehel

conduct «

the

r

1 get fn tel
vitlon with hig =an
cliler Orazcn  aig

cnsed Enrlie Fnrl
who had: blooked |2
fnund dead in FoMnEY
thraugh his bra The
sales, who was s P
1Al College

denth

headaiart

e will be held  without  bail |
Ing tho arrival of extradind e
from Mexleo, when 1 W v |

Riven o hearing hefore o
commissionér,
—_————
nAID AT O N VIEW,

el

Twentr-Six Barecls of Deer Foond and
mbling ieviee Selzed.
[Eoortal to The ' ries-Dispately, 1
warfalk, Vo, f.—Uounty Uon
stable . A numbs

UTresls W

Mma
the beer was solzed
Chisf Haekus =ald he
mfgead to brenk up & i
lntlons of the ligunr
View, and woul? vigarousiy
anEns Justive Carmine will
cages nex Wednesdaw.
ey =
Body Foand In Hiver.
rEpectal to-The Times-Dispateh 1
Narfolk, Va., Jine 0. _The e v oaf
#n unknown negro ax found in
The  Eilzabeth River Iy off the
docks of the ChesapeaXe and  Ohio
tallwny. I

;SWAT THE
yalsy ¥ ber
For snle ¢

all

gand store

Wood's Seeds.

Soja Beans.

The largest-yielding and
best of summer forage crops,
also makes a splendid soil im-
prover—lower in price than
Cow Peas this season.

Wood's Crop Special gives
full information about this
valuable crop and also about
all Seasonable Seeds:

German Millet, Sorghums,

Cow Peas, Buckwheat,

Ensilage Seed Corns, [

Late Seed Potatoes, etc. |

Write for Wood's Crop
Special giving prices and in-
teresting information. Mailed
free on request.

T. W. WOOD & SONS,

SEEDSMEN, - Richmond, Va.

e e I
The Hamilton Watch
has many edvantages, not only over for-

cign, but American witches,
Cost only $15.00 and up.

Smith & Webster

Time Speclaliats, - - L5 s E‘Mnl_n,l

WEST POINT

Enjoys the Same
Shipping Rates as

RICHMOND

| with strangers,

|t

'plelons
wl

SILENTCONTENPT

ROBBED AND BEATEN,
THROWN INTO STREET

Norfolk Girl Falls Into Hands of Thieves When
She Goes to Philadelphia for Visit

to Her

{Bpecial to The Times-Dispateh. ]

Philadelphla, Jung 5—The story of
an Innocent girl, unacqunlnted with
the waye of the world, who came to
this city from Norfulk, Via. to visit
litr wister and wias met gt the Broad
HStreet statlon by an alleged woman
vrook, Invelgled to a room, bBeaten ‘nln
Inseusibility. with w einlr, robLed of
her savings and  thrown to tha
Btreet, was unravelod hefore
Muaglstrate Beleher. Wilison,
lwenty-four years old, of Wood
Htreet, and Charles DBlreh were cach
held in §300 ball on charges of assaylt

711

iand battery and robhery.

The girl I Mary Balker, n'neteen
¥Yeurs old, a pretty brunette. Accord-
ing to her story, for mure than six
months whe hadl heen aving  her
money so she could come ta Philadel-
phin to vizlt a4 marricd slster  wt
Twelfth and Sumner Streets Her
mother. she sald, before she left hoer
hoame In Norfolk, cautioned her to he

caresful about making noquaintances
t when she lune
Broad Street statlon her s
and doubts wore swept awny
n a nleely dressed womdn rushed
up to her and sald in o gushing voles:
“Why, my dear child, what are voun

the

Anlng here, and how are your father
mnd mother?”

Mary was astanished. bLecause she
could not recollect ever having seen
the wom hefore

Hut befo v had be talking with
her five aninutes gshe hecame convipes
ed that she had |ndéed met an old
friend of her mother, and she con-
wratulated herself upon her good for-
tune In, running acrots hLier on the

minute of her arrival
sStrange cliy.

The woman
know her wh

in a blg and

asemed o

Includlng her

.
dister.
sisters, and asgked her a lot Gf ques-
tlons wbout her old homie In Nortolk.

“Now,” aald the woman, “before [
conduct you to your sister’s, we must
first go to my apartments, where ¥you
can freshen up a bit after your jour-
ney.'

Ar first Mary demurred, becausse
she thought ahe should go nt once to!
hor sister's home, but the new-found|
Iriend meemed so grisved at her res
luctance to accept hor hospltality that
she boarded o pireet car with her and
went with her to Wnood Street.

Seated in the woman's apartmernta
wne a man who looked up algnin-
santly when €ie girl entered with |

companion, The woman nnd the m !
Lthen converaed In low tones. after
which, It {3 alleged. the woman said|

to Mary: “Little girl, haw much maney |
have vou: vYou know there are lots «
bad prople in this city, and [ thin
it would he better If you gave ¥our |
money to my kesping until wo reached |
¥our sister’s’’ |

Mary drew back supiciously. Bhe |
dld not like the looks of the man, snd
brezan to Le frightened.

“I enn keep my money all right”
she replied, “and T guess T liad batter
o to my sister's"

Then, she =ays, the attitude
woman changed ke a fAnah,
leaped at the gir!
by the Lhroat.

Mary fought
clung to hér whila the
With a chalr until she Became uncon-
aclous. Patrolman Fox saw the body
of a glrl thrown down the eteps of
the Wood Strect house. e placed the
Wilson woman and Bireh under ar-
rost.  Mary " was taken to the iahne-
mann Heospltal She was sufflolentiy
recovered this mornine to lest] The |

of the
anrd she
nwl grabhed her

the waman
man beat her

but

FORTRIRD TERMER

(Continued From First Page)

U nsed Ruoaevelt delegates from Calis
fornia, Warliingten, Missourl and
South Dakoti, In  California  and
South Dakota Colonel Hooseveit ree

helmlng s joritics in the

vied wver

il

text of tha plit-

The contests in Alabzma, Arkansas,
Maorkda and Georgia, hich were dae-
wied  last week, added o total  of
seventy-twas delegites to the strength
credited to Taft.  Whether |t foretold
i Ysteamn roller” policy of “giving the
whole business to Taft.,” as the Roose-
velt adh now claim,. or- whether
the contests =till to he decided will
Bivie some it and sume to Rooses
i la & r of much speculation

hitter interchangs between tha
leaders, 1t seemed Hkely to-nlght that
the Indliana cases dving twelve
delogates—four ut large amd twa each
in the irst, Third, Fourth and Thir-
teenth  Congressionsl trtricts—would
b tirst tiaken up when the commitiee
mests ot 10 AL AL but the cases from
Arizon (=ix delegates-at-large) and
from t irth Dilatriet of Californin

fuw 1 s which were postpon-
i considered bhofl Indizna,
Ur Vital Importance,
The wvital lmportance of the depis-
e pational copmmittes on the
vontesis s apparent to any one st

inir the

Ine

Hsts of delegations, Such study
itnlly disclosed tlie great welght
v omay altach to the twenty-six
delegutes from Wisconsin and ten from
North Dakota, (nstrusted for i.a Fol-
let and the ten from lowa, nstruct-
ed for Commins, There Is no reconcll?

Ing the conficting cidtms o the Taft
{and -} #velt managers regarding the
respod  strengih of thely {ollowing;
[ vach {8 figuring into his tables dele=
gations cmphatlcally viaimed by the

ather on the

strongth of conventian in-
dorsements, all

god pledges anu otier
antinl grounds.

i dependihle, however,
m the figures colleeted by thy As-
Iated Press, from which can be de-
wlhit he descrilual as the
Lhones" the sltuntion, These
figures, which ure unoMeial and by no
1 odans guaranteed, are na follows:

Whale number of delegates, 1,078

Necwssary for nominintion, 5440,

Instructed for Rooscvelt and wneon-
testodd, 411,

Ingtrncted for Taft and
pad | B

Instrueted
testsy, 46,

Instructed
tegis), 10

Uninstructed
iy, 146,

Contested, 254,

Of the 254 contested, the natlonal
commities has thug far given Taft 72
How Figures Annlyze,

These Npures anplyvze as follows:

nneoaniested,

for La Follette (no con-

for Cumming (no con-

(including New York's

Instructed for Roosevelt and u tion
contested: Culifornia, 24: Tllinols, 56: i T L e
Indina. 10, Wansas, 18, Kentucky,.1; The “Tona Vita specialists are ex-
Maryland, - 14:  Massachuaetts, 18;,plaining the nature of their remarkable
Michizan, 10: Minnesots, 21; Missourd, , remedy at the Polk Miller Drug Company,
12: Nebraska, 16; New Jaeraey, 28;No.834 East Main Street, and are meeting
North Carolina. 18; Ohlo, 34; Okla- |the public from 9 A. M, to 8 P, M,
homa, 16; Oragon, 10; Pannsylvanla,
67: South Dakota, 10; Tenncssee, 1:

Texas, #; Vermont, 2;
16—total, 411.

o Imatrueted for Taft and consested
(not Including the asventy-two glven
him last week by the national com-
mittee’'s  declafons  upon contestads
Alebama, R; Coloradn, J2: Connsctleut,
10 Tilinote, 2; Tndlanu, 8:; Towa, 16;
Kansns, 2; Kentucky, 7;Massachusaits,
A%: Mighlgan. 11: MisMpslool, 2: Mis-)

West Virginla,

amount aof monev lost was small |
LA — | i
sourl. O

Nevada, 6: New ITampshire. 5

Chin, 14. Oklahema, 2, Pennsyivania,
4, Rhode Ieland, 16: South Caralina,
1, Tennessce, 16, Utak, 5; Vermont,

Virginla, 4
Fhullippines, 2,
Hia3 B

Inztructed for
tests )—North
26. Total, 36

Instructed for Cummins (no contesta)
—lawa, 10

Uninstructed
Kansas, 2;

Wyelnlng, &, Hawall,,
I'orto Rico, 2.—Total!

-

Li FPollette
Dakotn, 16,

(nn con-
Wisvonsln,

and
Coannect!

uncontestiod—Ar-
v [ Delaware, £

!

GIVES ENDORSEMENT

Is One of Many Who Have Been
Recipients of Numerous
Benefits,

"1 had been very much run down and
extremely nervous for some time, due to
indigestion of a severe tvpe," said Mr,
Abram Hetzler, a well-known sign painter
residing on North Avenue. '] have used
two bottles of *Tona Vita," and now con-
sider mysell cured. [ have gained greatly
in weight since | commenced taking ‘Tona
Vit | indorse it enthusically."

Thousands in Richmond are afflicted
with the same trouble in a more or less
aggravated form, sav the specialists who
are here introducing “Tona Viwa"

“The strain of modern city life," said
one of these specialists vesterday, “‘causes
irregularities with regard to sleeping and
eating, and produces a m miserable
condition of the bedy, which is known
to us as nervous debility, 2 modern
plague whose chiefl svmptoms are imper-
fect digestion, howel trouble, nervousness,
depression of spirits, little vitality, head-
aches, backaches, sluggish mind and poor
memoaory, dull pains in back, poor circula-
tion, cold feet, susceptibility to colds and
coughs, dizzy spells, =potz before the
cyes, uneasy sleep and poor appetite.

“*Tona ' ' continued he, “'will re-
move this condition, affording the right
food material for a complete rejuvenation
of all organs and their restoration to a
healthy, normal condition."

While we are meeting callers cach day,
and hundreds of debilitated peaple are
regaining their health through our medi-
cine, there are thousands more whom we
want to reach belore we leave, 11 all the
men and women who are struggling along
depressed in mind and body by nervous
debility, unable 1o get any real enjoy-
ment out of living, would only take the
trouble and time ta come in and talk to us,
we would bring a tremendous amount of
happiness to the residents of this city.
There is little real pleasure in life for an
individual who feels continually worn out.
Paositively the very first dose of our tonic
benefits a man or woman in this condi-

Children Ory
"FOR FLETCHER'S
CASTORIA

e

SWAT THE FLY

Dalsy Fly Kill:, Best on _eanh.J

LEQr a8la Al adl §qad Atoyes, 13% ¢

A LOCAL PAINTER |

aver Courthousc. BMr. Tavler tor:ncr-l
Iy was deputy elerk of the Supreme |
Court of Virginia, and he held this
position untll sbout one vear and o
hnlf age when failing health
made his retirément imperative, he
was a nephew of Keith Tavier. whe
for many yeirs was clerk of the Su-
preme Court Mr. Taylor Is survived
by his wife and ght ehlldren, =evien
sons and o daughier,

Funeral =ers: will be held at 3
o'clock to-morrow afteérnoog in St
Paul's Chury t Hanover Courthous:
and interm will be made in the
eemetery of t chureh,

FORGES. MOVING
ON BALTIMORE

Advance Guard Already on Dem-
ocratic National Battle-
ground. |

OVERWHELMED

|
Has 200,000 Requests for
Tickets, and Only 10,000
to Distribute,

COMMITTEE

It

i
Baltimore, Md, Jun.: 0.—Baltimors,
awiaits tho coming «of 1,000 dole-

Eates 10 thi= Democratic Notion

he

al Con-

ventulon, the preparations for which
pracucally huve beon complited.  Al-
naady e advancs irid of hromens
for candidates for th presiduntial
nomination have plteiwed thelr camps
on the bastleground, and ans laving

tne final plans of campalgn.

Urey Woodson, secretary of the na- |
tional commdttes, will umable to
mreet Chairman Mack tc-mar-mn;!
as planned, His telegraphed Lo-
mzht that his Wife wis {1 In New |
vk, and that he would b unabls (o
ve In Baltkmors for several days. My, |
Woodson, as seoren of the natonal |
committes, his. chirze of this notices
of contests Mlad Ly oirtaln dedesations.

Applications for seats in the conven 1
tlon hull nre pourlig In from prospec- |
Live visiters from ail over the country,

ha
hers

T

V]

and {1 was estimuted  to-nlght that
nearly 200,000 requests for tickets had
heen recelved, AF te are about

10,000 tickets to Le distribuled, the com-
mities {¢ having its difficulties 11 mak- |
Ing asslgnmenta, |
Colonel John 1, Martin, sergeant-at- |
arms of the Demecratic Natlogal Com-
mite me in to-nlght from =t Lf)lilﬂ_
and will open the headquarters of the
mittes  glien  Chairman
Durine the wesk CChair-
wiil cons the .uumerous |
wautlony for positions of doorkecp-
. AaRsistant BErgeants-at-urms, me
1Ecrs and pages of the convention. |

man

Mack

Mixgourl and Wardington Col- | Iduho, Indlane, Matne, 1o Mich- Thu vonvention hall stands in roadiness
Ratsevelt hid majoritles of from S: Montuna, - for the gathering ot delewatgs. Noth- |
to 400 In the State esnventlons New! York, 80: North brg rr‘:l!aihn_ to by dene, and guards|

Socrotary of the MaeV ex South Carollna, 6; Texas, 4; have been thrown eboul the pig arm-
irrived froim tan to. mont, 1 Total, 166, to bullding to proeveng vandallem.
¢t u number of the Taft Irmlrrf.!. Contested by elther Roorsovelt or Trsts of the acoustlc propertics were
Secretary of Commneree  and Labor Taft: Alubama. 15, Arizona, 6: Arkan-  madé to-day, and so w I} have the wr-
Charles Negal, former natlonsl *nx, 16 Callfornin, 2: Florida, 1 chitects planned that spealer only |
mitteeman from Missourf, Georgla, 28 Indiana, 12, Kentucky, | Slightiy ralsing lils velce van be plain- |
Secrétary Nugel Otie F. Steifel, Loulsiana, 2 Michigan, 6. Mis- 1¥ heard it every part of the nall. i
HL. Twouls, and other Missourl Pl 18 Missourl, 14. North Caro- | #turbances, lncldent to
{men & A. Fowler, of Knoxvilie,| 6. Oklahoma, 2 South Carolin strike here, necessitut- |
Tann., sslstant to Attorney-Gieneral| 2. Tennessee, §; Texas, 50 Virginis, | Ing a =peclal detuil ot police, Marshal
| Wickorsham, vislted t Taft head- 0. Washingten, 14: Alazka, EMe- | Farnan, of the local police depurtment

| quarters rnied by ")'““'"!“"ﬂlllr'llt of Columblia, 2—Total, | probably will call other large

samuel I, Sclls, of Tennessee. H. Ol OF these contests the natlonal coni-| c'tics for mpeclal dotectives 1o ossist
True, of Tennwesee, was another ar-| mittee Friday and veaterday decided ! In watching the convention crowds, |
rival. v i Taft's faver all of those from Ala- _ |
A large namher of Taft delegates] bama, Arkansus, Florida and Georgla, | Great Demand for Seats.
from L | Kentueky to-| Total, 52, New York, June s—U Woodson,
ilght  ope vidual Htate & i Qut of these figures may be made fccretnry of the Democratic Nat'onal'
fquarters ut hotols combinations to #ult almost any pa- Committee, arrived to-diay for a con-|
filitical taste. It all depends on oW forence to-morrow  with Chalrman |
Wil Resume Work To-Day, { the natlonal committer docldes the| Nyrman Muck, at which fins) ar-
- Republican | GO7tESts who gets the uninstructon | rangements for the convention at Bal-|
3 9 | delematas, and—most Important of all t'imore will be cons'dered. Thelr con-
‘-v,n.e:.'.i--rau 2 :H\\‘-.I:vr’trh-;-;w\):-“-:l:: :‘:: r:‘ul-:'__ltslml ”m.' i rence  orffginally » ll_ltlm::--l . Tor
contiwts 1or places : - ydfad. 2 {0 i .tullulnnh—__lml It was necessary  te
gt the| Hepiut Killed at foad Crosal chiange this, und Mr. Woodson sald
; = Franssrmnt. tronnlng, i to-night that Mr. Mack will bo here
gl Watertown, N. Y. Juna $—F. E to-morraw, and thut he ‘belleves th
Zimmer, 4 farmer of Evans Mills, and chualrmen will remain in New York
his wife and thelr daughtar, Ruth, ! soveral davs hefore going to Balti|
were killed and another daughter was more. The committee s overwhelmed |
badly dnjired = when the surrey [0 (il demands for seats:

nominat which they weore driving to chureh “Tha hall only feats 10,000, and he-
oft to-day Wwad Atruck by a4 ‘train At “ling in the centre of n population of |

railfoad crossing. , | nearty 15,000,000, aaid

Secretary |

wigon, “the demard for admission |
the greatest in years. We have de- |
clded to o Pt the split ticket h)‘sl-“ﬂl,l
thiat Is we shell  lssue  admission
tickets to the members of the nutlonal
committes. which will be exchanged

for cight ‘sceslon’ tlekets' ®o that the |
tickets may he distrijpited more wide-
1¥ than if they were season tickets,'

——— |

OBITUARY

Edmund Keith Tayior.
[Special to The TImes-Disputeh. |
Ashland, V., June 8. —Edmuad keith
Taylor, furty-tive yenrs old, dled wt
2 oelock this mornlng after a pro-
tracted lllness At his home near Han-

Mareelius A, Thomas.
[Specinl to The Times-Dispateh.]
Lynchburg, Va. Juna S —>Marcellus
A Thomas, who was sixty-siy Yenrs
old, died late Nriday at Qs hpme here
after a short flness. Fe was a Con-
federnte soll serving through the
war and belie aMlinted at the time
of his death with Garland-Redes Camp,
LOoV. Mo has one daughter survive
Mrs, Ernest Willams, of Lynoh-

Ing,
bure,
Mre, Catherine N. Drummond.
{Specind to The Times-Dispateh. |
Lynehburg, Vi, June 8.—Mrs. Cath-
erine N, Drummond, aged elghty-ons
Years. a native of Nelsan county, dled
Friday at the home of her dnughter, |
Mrs. I, 5. Hughas. here afier n wesk's |
Hlness of pneumonia. The burial was

‘n Nelson county to-day.
Mra, Jeancile M, Fenl,
[Epaeial ta The Times-Dispateh,]

etersburg, Vi, June 8.—Mra. Jenn-

efte M. Neal, dow &f Captain John
., Neal, of Danville, died in the hosz-
pital here Inst week  following an|
operation for Intestinai troub)es. Th,‘i
hody was onrried to Danville, her old]
hame. tor Interment.  Mra, Noal was/|

the elster of Mrs. Thomas D, Neal. of |
Henmond.

DEATHS

SHEPHERD—D!{:&, at the residance ot}
Her daughter, Mre, W. J. Scott, o0y |
South Plne Btveet, MARGARET J, |
widow of Gordon A, Shephord, in
the sixty-fourth gear of her age. 9he
leaves four chlldren—Chas, E., Olb-
son G, Pelle and Mra, W, J, Scot:. |

Funeral from Centenary Mothod!st |
Church TO-DAY ‘at ¢ 1v §.( 1
Washington papers pleass copy. l

TAYLOR—Died, al 3 o'clock Sunday!
morning, at hls homa near HManover|
Courthouge, EDMUND KEITH TAY-
1R, nged forly-five ycars,

Funeral services at R a'clank THIS!

AFTERNOON at 8t, Paul's Church,

Hanover Courthdfen, with interment

in tho cematery of thet church,

LANB—Dled, Sunfay, June 0, st 5110
T, M, at the rel!ﬂeﬂxﬁ of h&F daugh-
cker, Mres, T, M, Redd, JIn, uij‘nn Hasl
Marshall Atredt, MRS, MAMTIE J,
LANI, In tWe stetyifirat yenp of hep
aga, Bhe leaves one daughtsr, Mpa,
J, M, Medd, Jp, and twe gons, L,
wtot_safl. of lﬂh 8 ni‘lr.. '“f‘[d }
gal, ;. 0 ELQ‘ ori, 1
AER 8 & L&, ’

A Yo ‘
|
\

. Ml}]

“ONE LONG STRING OF
FINANCIAL DISASTERS”

“But the Public Was the Greatest Sufferer”

THE RESULT OF COMPETITION IN PUBLIC
SERVICE IN NEWPORT NEWS

A Letter to The Times-Dispatch, Published in Its Issue of Sunday, June
9, From Mr. W. S. Copeland, Formerly for Many Years Editor of
The Times-Dispatch, and Subsequently at Various Times One of the
Editors of The News-Leader and The Richmond Virginian, and Now
Editor and Part Owner of The Newport News Times-Herald.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir—As a former citizen of Richmond, and a continuing tax-
payer, I have taken note of the discussion which has been ;__;c:ing on
in your city for some time past on the subject of competition be-
tween public scrvice corporations.

I have no disposition to break into the discussion, remember-
ing as T do the fate of that indiscreet person who undertook to act
as peacemaker in a family fight. But Richmond may find interest
in the experience of Newport News in this sort of competition, and
so I venture to publish this chapter in our history.,

When Newport News began to he a city the electric railway
was young, but as the city grew and as electricity developed, New-
port News, Hampton, Phocbus and Old Point and the intervening
territory offered an inviting field for exploitation. And so in the
Lrief history of the Shipbuilding City there have been many opera-
tions, much competition and one long string of financial disasters.

The first road begun was a land boom affair and a fake. Less
than half a mile of track was laid, and the road was never operated.
But there finally arose in Hampton a real railroad builder, and he
built a real line of road from Old Point to Newport News. This
was the late J. S. Darling, The company which he organized op-
crated this road without competition, until W. J. Payne, believing
that the lower Peninsula was to see great development, secured a
charter for a road to run parallel to the Darling lines. Beiore Mr.
Payne began to build, however, negotiations were opened up be-
tween the twe campanies, with the result that in 1868 Mr. Payne
purchased the Darling lines and the lighting plant in Hampton, and
comsolidated them under the name of the Newport News and Old
Point Railway and Electric Company.

The company was well backed financially, and Mr. Payne at
once proceeded to rehabilitate the property. ITe built a new power
station at a cost of $300,000, which was regarded as one of the best
planits in the South of that date. [le also replaced the light rails
with g-inch go-pound girder rails, quadrupled the cquipment and
paved the streets alang which the lines passed at a cost of some-
thing like $200,000. Mr, Payne's company had a good start, and
promised to he a blessing to the community, notwithstanding that
1t was pretty well loaded down with bonds and preferred stock. But
a year later its troubles began. A local company secured a fran-
chise for a competing line from Newport News to Od Point. Mr.
Payne’s company thought it cheaper to buy this company out be-
sore much work had been done, and the sum he paid gave the own-
ers, so I have heard, a profit of $75.000,

But that was not all. In 1901 another local company started
up. a competing electric lighting enterprise. .\ plant was erected
and the company did business. Complaint had been made that the
old company was charging excessive rates, and there was a popular
demand for competition. The new company contracted to furnish
same of the city lights, and gave to private consumers a lower rate
than the old company had been charging, Competition was sharp,
and the old company met the cut.

The new plant was finally sold to a Pittsburgh cancern, but in
the course of eighteen months it went into receivers’ hands, and it
is said that the salvage from a plant that had cost $100,000 was
about §12,000. The net result to the city was another failure and a
duplicate set of poles and wires, which encumbered the streets for
vears beiore they were finally removed,

But before thia company was uttorly dend compeition in a more formidabla
form agaln sprapg up. The Newport News and  Old Point Rallway and
Eleotrie Company was heavily In debt, ag | have =aid, and some of the Jocal
men who knew the situntion reasonaed that It wWith a capitalization of over
$2,000,000 thia company could make moneay, how much more conid a new
company, with a cuplialization of $1,000,000, prosper.  And suo the Hampton
Hoads Rallway and Electric Company was charterad to bulld a line of road
from Newport News to Old Point and Biuckroe ieach by way of what |s
known as the “Boulevard,” along the Hampton Roads shore. The line was
partly built, but L was of few days and full or trouble. Jt had a beauti-
ful route along the waler front, and it had the finest o in the State, but
it was too weak to aperate, both linanclally and physienlly  Tts power
plant was scarcaly able to pull the heavy cirs over the elovated railroad
bridge, and the company lost much patronage on account of the econstant
delays at the bridge. The “sinews of war" finally gave out, and this com-
pany went the way of ita predecessors and fell into receivers’ hands,

By the [ssuance

af receivers' certificates
which to complate the read to Old Peint. but its doom wus sealed. The
Fecords show that It never took In cnough money 1o pay operating ex-
ninses, to say nothing 5 fixed chiurg It was agreed to foreciose at recaiv-
ers’ sale and to aceept $700,000 of bonds, with interest at 4 per eent. for four
Years amdd 4 1-2 per cent. thersafter, the bonds to  be guarantesd by ihe
Newport News and Ol Polnt Rallway and Electrie Company.

funds  were cbtained with

The hendhoiders

purchased these bonds at 84, but as thiey were also
stockholders, they were assessed In an amount which mide the seourities
stand them at 120, Th received §700,000 In bonds, which finally brought
the holders, 1 am informed, about 60 cents on the dollur. The road cost
the original subseribere 31,000,000, and the receivership, includink the cost
of extention to Old Point, rost about §600,000 more,

The loss to the orlg-
Inal investors, I have heard, was close to $700,000.

After the recelvership was wound up it was vory much the same as the
result of the famous esnse of Jorndyce vs, Jarndyce—very little was left.
Litigation consumed {t. To-day nothing remnins of the proparty except the
track wiong the Boulevard, and that hns bewn in largs part relaid, Tha
power house was dlsmantled; the raflroad bridze was sold for Junk: the
nridge over Hampton Creek was destroved, and ten miles of the track
was torn up. All that the old company i could have been con-
atructed at an  original outlny  of ahout ¥ there was an actual
wasta of §500,000, to say nothing of what company lost by the
compoetition, running ite the hundreds of thousands.

All that, vou may

and that the ioss fell

RRY, was a& matter between the rompeting companies
upon: them. If s, the public woauld pot have worried
But the public was the greatest sufferer. The money which the old com-
pany should have spent in Keoplng the property and estending s
Hnes was aquandered in fighting vo titign sind  in buying  competing
plants. AR i result, the property wenl dowa and down until it can
rear going to wreod. Not only wers no extensions made, Lut the Power
plant waore out. and for more than a year tle situation was desperate.
The power plant broke down day after day, the ear service was a0 une -
taln that it could not be depended upon, lights went out night after nighet.
frequently when the people were asseubled ut the theatres or in c¢hureh, or
in. some other publle place, Time without number merchants had to use
capdles Saturday nlghts to lght thelr stores, and newspapers and other
amall plants uaing eleetrical power warn subjected ta all magner of Iincon-
venience and distress, In fact, the situation becamo so bad thut the cily aps
pealed to the State Corporation Commisslon for rellef.

It {s fair to say for Mr. Payne and hiu

general manager, Mr. Von Schil-
ling, that they did wonderfully well undar the eircumstances, and thew
finally succeeded In partially restoring the plant. But the cost tn Newport

Nowa can never be computed, and Mr. Payne was finally forced to seall out
to another eorporation. Lueklly for the community the lines huve now fallen
into the hands of a strong company which Is putting in a new power plant
to cost $150,000. But that ls just 20 much more money infocted into the,
concern.

1 could wrlts another chapter, hut one is enough. 1 have nct undertaken
tuv maka an argument, but merely to write a narrative, showing what com-
petitlon in this lino of operation has done for Newport Newa

It this experience bo worth anything
weleame to I :

Newport News, Va, June 8 1012,

to the Richmond public they ara

W. 8. COPELAND.




